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Fairfield Glade Community Church 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
I feel tremendously honored and blessed to 
be your new pastor.   
 
As we embark on this new journey together, 
Lilly and I look forward to getting to know 
each of you more and more as time goes on. 
 
When I became acquainted with your Pastor 
Search Committee, I quickly learned that the 
members of this committee personify an 
exemplary Christian leadership that resonates 
with me.  Furthermore, when Lilly and I met 
so many of you at the “meet and greet” on 
March 25th, we immediately noticed that the 
Search Committee is obviously 
representative of the congregation. 
 
A further illustration came a few days later 
when I unknowingly bumped into a person 
who had attended worship at Community 
Church for the very first time on the Sunday 
I preached and was elected to be your pastor.  
She told me that they had been searching for 
a church family and have decided to join our 
congregation.  What really caught my 
attention is that the person said “I have never 
received such a warm welcome from any 

other church.”  Wow, that is a strong 
statement for somebody to make about a 
church!  Her comment vividly confirmed to 
me that I had indeed made the right choice in 
accepting the call to serve Community 
Church. 
 
As I begin my tenure to serve as your pastor, 
I believe the future is bright for Community 
Church.  While within the past 9 years the 
congregation has had 3 pastors, including the 
past 10 months with no pastor, the 
congregation has been remarkably resilient 
during this period.  Please be assured that 
Lilly and I are firmly committed to a long 
term relationship which I hope and pray will 
provide the stability that members of 
Community Church desire and deserve in 
their pastor. 
 
You already have longstanding stability with 
Pat Benegar and the rest of the staff.  In fact 
most of the staff has been working at 
Community Church for more than 10 years, 
some for nearly 20 years!  I’m sure you 
agree that they have been a solid rock during 
the recent years of frequent turnover.  I have 
already experienced the tremendous blessing 
of Pat who is making my transition very 
smooth.  I believe she and I are going to 
make a great team for you.  
 
Along with Pat and the entire staff, I look 
forward to working closely with the board 
and committees.  As one team of selfless 
leaders, I expect that we will focus on 
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faithfully and humbly serving every member 
of the congregation and help Community 
Church be the brightest beacon of faith, hope 
and love in the Glade as well as the 
surrounding areas. 
 
Additionally, my hope and prayer is that each 
of you takes ownership of the church to grow, 
learn, worship, serve, and develop your faith.  
“Therefore encourage one another and build 
up each other, as indeed you are doing” (1 
Thessalonians 5:11). 
 
Finally, I highly value and appreciate regular, 
constructive feedback from each of you.  
Every member of the congregation has a voice 
that deserves respect and understanding.  I 
don’t do well with “passive-aggressive” 
modes of communication.  I will always be 
candid with you and I ask the same from you.  
I have thick skin and I try not to take things 
personally.  Honesty and integrity are 
essential to mutual trust, whether in a 
marriage, business, government, or church.  
All I ask is that each of us attempt to bear the 
fruits of the Spirit (see Galatians 5:22-23) in 
our words and actions. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor James 
************************************* 

Morgan Scott Project 
 Needs for May; 

Toilet tissue 
Laundry detergent 

Tooth paste   
*********************************************** 
 
 

(Continued from page 1) Pastor 

Birthdays  
Steven Thomas 05/01 
Karl Klein 05/03 
Tom Wilkinson 05/04 
Dottie Wierer 05/05 
JoAnn Kukowski 05/06 
Eleanor Whiteside 05/08 
Joan Kennedy 05/09 
Richard Rau 05/11 
Ron Cronwell 05/13 
Marilyn Greene 05/13 
Richard Sessler 05/14 
Terry Clark 05/15 
Wanda Tucker 05/16 
Mary DeMeulenaere 05/21 
Alex Ebneth 05/21 
Ralph Seeh 05/23 
Jim Kukowski 05/24 

Betsy Clark 05/29 
Ronald Murphy 05/30 
Ed Broderick 05/31 
Arlene Fawcett 05/31 

  
Anniversaries  

James and Shirley Lowe 05/12 
Don and Barbara Lamb 05/15 
Dale and Rosemary Gildemeister 05/16 
Jim and Susan Kendall 05/23 
Tom and Sheila Banik 05/29 
Alan and Nancy Joseph 05/31 

Paul and Susie Anderberg 05/06 
Pete and Mary Demeulenaere 05/07 

Lilly Janecek 0526 
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******************************* 
What's That White Hamper? 

  
The Women's Fellowship has placed a white 
hamper next to the Morgan Scott Project bin. 
It's purpose is for feminine product donations. 
Collected items can be taken for any mission 
needs. We hope it serves women's needs. 
************************************* 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS -  
SAVE THE DATE 

LADIES DELIGHT    -     
SUNDAY, MAY 21ST AT 11:30 AM 

 
The Men's Fellowship will again be 
honoring the ladies of the church with 
Ladies Delight on Sunday, May 21st, at 
11:30 AM in Fellowship Hall.  All single 
ladies in the church are invited to be our 
guests.  Single men of the church are invited to 
attend this event at their expense.  All church 
couples are encouraged to attend.   
 Sign up for this event will occur in the 
Fellowship Hall on the following Sundays; 
4/30, 5/7 and 5/14.  Single ladies do not pay 
but must make a reservation.  Checks should 
be made payable to the Men's Fellowship.  
Menu, cost and entertainment details will soon 
be highlighted in the Sunday Messenger and 
on our website.  
 Submitted by Bryon Buell 
************************************** 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

Women's Fellowship Meeting,  
April 11, 2017  

 This month's meeting was a service 
project at The Threads of Hope Thrift Store. 16 
ladies participated in a marathon to sort through 
a mountain of donated clothing. The store 
manager was so thrilled to  watch the progress 
we made. The store provided fruit, donuts, 
coffee and water. 
 During the sorting sessions, Nancy 
Burleson reminded the ladies to sign up for our 
June church service. It was also announced that 
the Ecumenical Luncheon would be June 14th 
at the FFG United Methodist Church. More 
information be will posted. 
 After three hours of sorting clothing, the 
ladies were ready for a break. We proceeded to 
Gondola's Restaurant for lunch. It was a 
fulfilling day of serving our community. We 
arrived back to church at 2 pm. 
 The next Women's Fellowship meeting 
will be on May 10th at 9:30 for a social 
gathering. At 10 am, Kathryn and Greg Rydz 
will share their mission experience. All are 
invited to hear their story. Please plan to attend 
and show your support. 
 Submitted by, Nancy Burleson 

********** 
Women's Fellowship  

June Ecumenical Luncheon  
" Never Thirst Again" 

  
 The ladies of FFG are invited to the 
annual Ecumenical Luncheon. This year's event 
is at the Fairfield Glade United Methodist 
Church, on Wednesday, June 14th, at 10 am. 
The feature speaker is Diane Green, a recording 
artist, speaker, and dramatist. 
 A sign up sheet will be posted on the 
Fellowship Hall bulletin board. Let's show our 
support for FFG ladies. 
 The cost of the luncheon is $12 per 
person. Payment must be received by June 5. 
Please pay Judy Koskinen, Nancy Burleson, or 
the church office. Write your check to : FFGCC 
Women's Fellowship. Write "luncheon" on the 
memo line. 
 Submitted by Nancy Burleson 
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How Do You Do……………... ............... .  

My name is Pat Benegar and I have been actively employed as an 
Administrative Assistant by Community Church for the past 19 years. (The 
writer is sure you have heard of Super Glue, the world's best adhesive. Here 
at Community we are lucky to have "Pat glue" which has helped keep things 
together for going on two decades.)  

 

Going back, Pat is a Sooner from Enid, OK, the city of wonderful women, (the writers wife is 
from there as well). Pat's dad was a minister in the Disciples of Christ Church and also involved  
with Phillips University, a well-known theological institute.  

Pat was a student at Phillips where she met her first husband who worked for the Rock Island  
RR. They experienced many moves throughout the mid and southwest and three children later  
they finally settled in Atlanta, GA. Through this time period, Pat managed to earn a degree in  
Social Work from The University of Iowa. She then employed these Social Work skills in 
Louisiana, Chicago and Atlanta. The writer suspects she has also found they have come in 
handy throughout her time on task here at Community.  

Pat was then remarried to Ray Benegar a retired Navy pilot who was flying charters for the  
Catholic Relief Fund in Angola. Again retired they moved to Tennessee.  
   '  
Pat is now the proud matriarch of 10 children, 15 grandchildren and eight (almost ten) great- 
grandbabies. Her main hobby is square dancing and she spends several weekends a year at  
some good old fashioned hoot-a-nannies. 

Pat sees Community Church as her second church family. She regularly attends St. Raphael’s 
Episcopal Church in Crossville, where she on the Vestry and serving as Senior Warden, but 
always has time to attend many of the activities held here at Community Church.  

Her quote for all is "change is inevitable" (very fitting for Community). Pat has been through  
five pastors, (now six) and tells each new one that the "Last thing carved in stone were the 
Ten Commandments".  

Community sure is lucky to have a supply of “Pat glue" to help keep it all together.  

Submitted by interviewer and writer: Ed Broderick 

***************************************************************************************************************** 
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Fairfield Glade Community Church 
Board Minutes Pending Approval 

April 13, 2017 
 
Members Present:  Jim Hansen,  Linda Cronwell,  Bernice Durbin,  Steve Thomas,  Ralph Seeh, 
Nancy Shepler, Dennis Flynn, Barbara Miles,  
 
Members Absent:  Dwight Wages, Fred Wong, Susan Milledge, Nancy Marshall and June 
Mansfield 
Call to Order:  Having declared a quorum, Jim Hansen called the meeting to order. 
 
Opening Prayer:  Jim Hansen offered an opening prayer. 
 
Approval of March Minutes :  Motion made and approved to accept minutes as written. 
 
Treasurer's report for approval:  Marty Smith clarified some expenditures and gains in certain 
categories.  Section on pastor expenses will change now that we have a settled pastor.  We are in 
great financial shape.  Necessary repairs have been made out of reserve monies.   
 
Pastor Status:  Pastor James' first sermon will tentatively be May 28th. 
 
Membership report:   Jim Hansen reported no changes in membership. 
 
Pastor's report:  suspended 

Committee Reports 
 Finance:  Jim Hansen reported:  
There will be no movement on purchase of choir robes awaiting input from Pastor James.   
The committee is looking for additional members.   
Jim Hansen talked to Hank Milledge after last month’s meeting about the motion passed to have all 
the crash bars replaced as soon as possible. There is currently only one crash bar that has an issue 
and Hank will have this repaired as soon as possible. The other crash bars for the rest of the 
sanctuary doors do not need to be replaced at this time.  A vendor has been found who has 
replacement parts to fix the crash bars when needed. Because of the way lasts months motion was 
worded, no additional action was needed by the board at this time. Hank Milledge will attend next 
month's meeting to clarify the situation.   
Copies of the pastor agreement have been mailed to PCUSA and UCC. 
 W&M: Dennis Flynn:  Palm crosses were a bit hit.  Greeters booked through 
May.  Chairperson is still needed.  Ushers filled through June.  The Board will serve as communion 
servers in May.  The choir wants input from new pastor regarding new choir robes.  Some good 
dialogue has been started between Tove and Pastor James.   
 Pastor/Parish:  no report 
 Strategic Planning:  no report 
 Christian Response:  Barbara Miles gave Susan's report.  Our hospice card basket has been 
a great success and has been refilled.   
 Parish Life:  Bernice Durbin:  We will have a catered meal on Father's Day, which will be a 
welcome lunch for Pastor James and Lilly.  The annual picnic will be in July at Robin Hood Park. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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 Visitor Member Outreach & Nominating Committee:  Jim Hansen:  April 22nd will be next 
Adopt-a-highway.  We discussed having a shopping service for shut-ins.  They are planning on an ice 
cream social this summer.  Marty Smith is helping to set up a flag ceremony on June 14th.  
 Personnel:   no report 
 Technology and Communications:  no report 
 Missions:  no report 
 Property and Facilities:  Ralph Seeh:  We talked about future projects. SOP is done.  Please don't 
touch the thermostats in the sanctuary.   
 Memorial & Columbarium:   no report 
 Ad hoc Committee:  July concert with Mary Hirst and friends. 
 

New Business 
 Ecumenical Easter sunrise Service: the change of pastor was made due to the fact we don't have a 
settled pastor. 
 Ad hoc committee:   The Ad hoc committee recommended approving all of the SOP’s submitted to 
them. The motion was then made and approved, to adopt all of the modified SOPs that were submitted to 
the Personnel Committee for review, prior to the April board meeting. 
 Flag Day:  Dennis Flynn will update information on donated flags.  Another issue is how to return 
retired flags to family members.   
 Ralph Seeh reported: Fairfield Glade Residential Services (FFGRS) has declared May, 2017 as 
FFGRS month.  They want to make a 5 minute presentation at one of our Sunday services.  A motion was 
made and approved to allow FFGRS to make a 5 minute presentation during announcements on Sunday, 
May 14th (Mother’s Day). 

 
Old Business 

VMOC recommendations on “long term member” recognition: Jim Hansen reported: Each case should 
be decided on a case-by-case basis. Prayer shawls already have a specific purpose and will not be used for 
recognition purposes.  The recommendation is that the person(s) leaving should be recognized during the 
service followed by a reception in Fellowship Hall with coffee, cookies, etc.   The committee will prepare a 
special card large enough for everyone to sign and extend their best wishes.  A motion was made and 
agreed to accepting recommendations of committee. The committee’s written recommendation is attached 
to these minutes.  
 
Recommendation for resolution of COCCO concert expenses:  Jim Hansen:  Actual cost for moving the 
pews was $336.  Because the company hired also hauled away the old fire doors for us, we felt that we also 
benefitted from this charge. Therefore, we discussed splitting the actual ($168) cost with COCCO. Because 
COCCO has already submitted a check for $400 we will send them a check for $232 along with a letter 
from Dwight.  Motion made and approved. 
 
Closing Prayer:  Jim Hansen offered a closing prayer.   
 
Adjournment:  At 3:30 Jim adjourned the meeting.  The next meeting will be May 11 at 2:00p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Cronwell, minute’s clerk 
********************************************************************************* 
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